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2025 Senior Living Champion of the Year VALA Diamond Award  

Announced by the Virginia Assisted Living Association 
  

   

Glen Allen, VA – The Virginia Assisted Living Association (VALA) hosted its annual Assisted Living VALA Diamond Awards 

Presentation Dinner on October 28, 2025 during the Virginia Assisted Living Annual Fall Conference at Caesars Virginia in 

Danville, VA and congratulates Virginia Senator Barbara A. Favola for being selected to receive the 2025 Senior Living 

Champion of the Year VALA Diamond Award.  

 
Recognizing the ongoing need for strong and trusted voices to lead meaningful public policy efforts and uphold strong legislation, 

VALA engages year-round with Virginia’s lawmakers. In selecting the 2025 Senior Living Champion of the Year, VALA 

honors legislators who consistently demonstrate a commitment to prioritizing funding, resources, and support for both assisted 

living residents and the communities that care for them across the Commonwealth. This year, we are honored to celebrate Senator 

Barbara Favola, whose compassion, vision, and advocacy have made a lasting impact on the lives of seniors and the assisted 

living communities that serve them. 

 
Senator Favola is a true advocate for Virginia’s seniors and for the dedicated professionals who serve them. Senator Favola has 

served in the Virginia Senate for 13 years, where she has been a consistent and compassionate voice for vulnerable populations 

across the Commonwealth. Throughout her tenure, she has championed policies that strengthen quality care, expand access to 

services, and ensure financial support for seniors and individuals in need. As Chair of the Senate Rehabilitation and Social 

Services Committee, and a member of the Education and Health, Finance and Appropriations, and Rules Committees, Senator 

Favola plays an essential role in shaping legislation that directly impacts assisted living communities. She understands the 

importance of sustainable funding and has been a steadfast advocate for increasing the Auxiliary Grant, recognizing the critical 

support it provides to low-income seniors. 

 

Beyond her work at the Capitol, Senator Favola has actively engaged with VALA—participating in regional discussions, 

welcoming our members to the General Assembly, and listening closely to the priorities and challenges facing our field. Her 

openness, leadership, and empathy reflect her deep commitment to improving the lives of older Virginians. Please join us in 

congratulating and celebrating Senator Barbara Favola’s dedication to serving and protecting Virginia’s seniors and the assisted 

living communities  

 
About VALA: VALA is a non-profit membership organization dedicated to providing advocacy, communication, education, and 

resources for Virginia's assisted living industry. Formed in 1996, VALA is the unified voice of assisted living in Virginia and the official 

state affiliate of Argentum. VALA serves both for-profit and not-for-profit assisted living communities, and VALA’s members have 

varying resident capacities from small, residential communities to communities that may be part of national chains with the capacity to 

serve several hundred residents. 
 

To learn more about this prestigious award and to see the recognition video, go to www.valainfo.org. 
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